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of ocean. May nofc the enormous mass of waste labor that has accumulated in our cities and rural districts be fitly compared to the former waste of steam. The best that we have been able to do for it so far has been to provide for It the safety valves of beggary, destitution, famine, pestilence, crime, imprisonment and the gallows.
Is it too much to suppose that this enormous waste of human steam, the most valuable sort of steam that the world contains, can be properly controlled and guided so that it will make for itself railways and steamers that shall carry Its human cargoes by millions across lands that are at present mere wastes, and to populate countries which are as yet wildernesses ? In doing so, we shall but fulfil the words of prophecy uttered 26,000 years ago. " The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing."* * For in the wilderness shall waters break out and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool and the thirsty land springs of water.* * * And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called the way of holiness ; the unclean shall not pass over it, but it shall be for those. The way-faring men, though fools shall not err therein, No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon ; it shall not be found there. But the redeemed shall walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Sion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away, "